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favour of two years' service. I protested against
so unpatriotic a suggestion* I had no difficulty in
proving a two years* service would mean the end of
the army. You cannot make an infantryman in
two years, much less a cavalryman. Perhaps you
will style those who clamour for the two years'
service reformers. I call them wreckers. And it
is the same with all other reforms* They are
machinations directed against the army. If only
the Socialists would say that their desire is to
repkce the army by a vast national guard, they
would at least be honest.**

"The Socialists/* replied Monsieur Bergeret,
" are against all attempts at territorial conquest; they
propose to organize militia solely for purposes of
home defence. They do not hide their views, they
spread them broadcast. And possibly their views
are worth some examination. You need not fear
that their desires will be too quickly realized. All
progress is slow and uncertain, and is followed,
more often than not, by retrograde movements.
The advance toward a better order of things is
vague and indeterminate. The profound and
innumerable forces which chain man to the past
cause him to cherish its errors, superstitions,
prejudices and cruelties as precious symbols of his
security. Salutary innovation terrifies him. Prud-
ence makes him imitative, and he dare not quit the